CARING FOR YOUR FERRET

Cages: Your ferret(s) cage should be large enough for food and water to be on a separate level from the litter box, and should contain sleep sacks, hammocks, small blankets, or towels and toys.

Toys: Never give your ferret toys that contain Styrofoam or soft rubber materials, such as nerf type objects. These items can be swallowed and could cause serious health problems. Always get toys designed for ferrets or hard plastic cat toys.

Ferret proofing: Make sure the area you have chosen as a play area for your ferret is secure. A hole the size of a quarter is large enough for an adult ferret to escape through. Laundry rooms (dryer vents) and kitchens are not the best play areas. Make sure your cabinets cannot be opened by the ferret(s).

Bathing: I recommend bathing your ferret every six to eight weeks. Bathing too frequently can cause more oils to be released in the skin and increase odor.

Grooming: Ferret nails grow very quickly, and will need to be clipped at least monthly. This is also a good time to clean their ears, get cotton tipped applicators moistened with alcohol to clean the ears.

Cleaning: Clean your ferret(s) cage daily!! Remove all hammocks, sleep sacks, and any other material objects weekly and wash them. The cloth in your cage is where most of the odor comes from, not the ferret. Set the cage up with cleaning in mind - the easier it is to clean the more you will be willing to clean daily!!!

Litter boxes: I recommend using a litter box NOT wood shavings or paper. Again this is much easier to keep clean. Place the litter box on the lowest level of the cage and place towels, a sheet or some other cloth on the rest of this level. This will encourage the ferret(s) to use the box and not other corners. Younger ferrets may not immediately use the litter box. If they use another corner, pick up the 'poop' with a paper towel and place in the litter box. They will catch on!!

Theft: Ferrets are notorious thieves!!! They will find a hiding spot for all their treasures. Anything that catches their attention will be hidden in this spot... shoes, boots, remote controls, keys, paper towels, and jewelry. The list is endless.

FERRETS ARE VERY ENTERTAINING PETS, THE MORE THEY ARE OUT OF THE CAGE INTERACTING WITH YOUR FAMILY, THE HAPPIER THEY ARE AND THE MORE YOU WILL ENJOY THEM!!

SPECIAL PROBLEMS OF FERRETS

Canine Distemper: Ferrets can contract the canine distemper virus. Signs include loss of appetite, thick eye or nasal discharge, skin rash. This virus is fatal to ferrets. However, you can vaccinate against it.

Human Influenza: Ferrets can contract the human flu. Signs are similar to people with the flu. If someone in your household is sick, quarantine them away from the ferret(s). NEVER give your ferret over-the-counter or prescription medications (some medicines can be poisonous or even fatal). Always contact your veterinarian, sometimes we will have to offer fluid therapy and even forced feeding, along with the proper antibiotics.

Heat Stroke: Ferrets are VERY susceptible to heat and humidity. Their environment should be below 80 degrees at all times with proper ventilation. Signs of heat stroke include open mouth breathing and elevated temperature. If your ferret should exhibit signs of heat stroke cool them rapidly by running cool water (not cold) over their body, be careful not to chill the ferret. Then rush to your veterinarian, so he can monitor vital signs and administer necessary medications and fluid therapy.

Hairballs: Ferrets can get hairballs. Unlike cats they cannot cough them up. If left untreated they can cause an intestinal obstruction, which requires surgical intervention. Therefore it is important to give your ferret a hairball treatment at least three times weekly. There are many products available that are labeled for ferrets. You can also use cat hairball remedies.

Heartworms: Mosquitoes carrying the larvae can spread heartworms. If a ferret gets heartworms it cannot be treated and is fatal. There are no preventions labeled for ferrets, however you can safely use products labeled for cats. We recommend Revolution by Pfizer. This product covers heartworms, fleas and ear mites. It's a topical product, so you know the ferret(s) receive the proper dose.

Adrenal Gland Disease: This is a very common illness in ferrets and can be surgically corrected. The first signs are hair loss; this usually starts on the tail. As the hair loss spreads it continues up the back. In females the vulva can swell. Males can have trouble urinating, contact you veterinarian immediately if suspect this.

Ferrets are very small, if there is an illness, your ferret can get very sick very quickly! If you notice loss of appetite, drinking less, listless, lethargic, or feces that doesn't look normal to you, contact your veterinarian.

